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MIST, Nathaniel (d. 1737). A i 194, iii 286; B i 208. Printer and publisher,
owner of the popular Tory newspaper, The Weekly journal; or Saturday's post,
1716-28, one of the most formidable of the anti-ministerial journals. According
to The Daily Gazetteer, July 31, 1741, "Mist's treasonable Papers were sold
sometimes for Half a Guinea a-piece". Mist sailed very near the wind on
several occasions, and was more than once fined and imprisoned for his in-
discretions. His contributors included Theobald, Bezaleel Morrice, and even
the Whig Goncanen. Defoe was his leading author from 1717 to 1724. In
September, 1728, Mist went too far once too often, and fled to Paris (Universal
Spectator, Dec. 14, 1728), but his paper was carried on as Fog's Journal, which
was advertised as springing "from the Ashes of the late Mr. Mist" (Daily
Journal, Oct. 4, 1728). From 1725 onwards Pope was frequently abused in
Mist's paper, which made a particular point of gibing at his Shakespeare. Pope
agreed, no doubt, with the correspondent in the St. James's Journal, Aug. a,
1722, who sneered at Mist's vulgar appeal, and said that he catered "only for
Porters and Goblers, and such dirty Customers as are his greatest Patrons".
Yet, according to another witness, "The Two famous Universities of this Land
are the grand Centers of it: Men and Horses are employed to convey it in large
Quantities to Oxford and Cambridge', where, senseless as it is, it is constantly
read and applauded." (The Commentator, April i, 1720.)
* MITCHELL, Joseph (1684-1738). A iii 146/2. Dramatist and minor poet.
The son of a stone-cutter in Scotland, he came to England and addressed his
verses in so servile a strain to Walpole that he became known as "Sir Robert
Walpole's poet". In "An Anacreontique to the ... Earl of Stair", 1727, he
reflected stupidly on the diminutive size of "little Pope". He may also have
annoyed the poet by his indiscriminate way of coupling his name with that
of Philips and of Aaron Hill. Pope, however, got the better of his resentment
and subscribed for Mitchell's sumptuous Poems on Several Occasions in two
volumes, 1729. The quarrel, such as it was, may have been composed by
Arbuthnot, a brother Scot, who paid for two sets of Mitchell's wretched poems
himself, and who probably persuaded Swift, whose name also appears in the
list of subscribers, to take another.
MOLLOY, Charles (d. 1767). A ii 268/7. Journalist and dramatist. He wrote
for Mist's Journal (W. T. Laprade, Public Opinion in Eighteenth Century England^
p. 248), Fogs Journal (Ralph, p. 516), and, from 1737-9, for Common Sense. In
1718 Curll paid Molloy five guineas for his comedy, The Coquet, and "his Note
of hand for the Same Summe made conditionally payable upon the Sale of
Nine Hundred" (B.M. Add. MSS. 38,728, f. 157).
MORGAN, Thomas (d. 1743). B ii 414. Deist, and Doctor of Medicine. His
best-known work, The Moral Philosopher, was published in 1737; a second
volume followed in 1739, and a third in 1740. Writing to the Rev. Thomas
Birch, Aug. 17, 1737, Warburton stated that it was "composed principally of